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To the Right Honourable, | 
Sir Thomas Pilkington, 


LORD MAIOR $a 
Of te CITY f LONDON: FI 


—— — « &- 
V — <=. SIR 


AND THE ['s 
| np, 
Court of Aldermen. _ , 
Right Honourable, tj & od 
1 INCE Your Fayaurable Acceptance of this Sermon, Fit 

bath Produced Your Order for my makin: it thus Pub- © | th 

lick, I do bere Humbly Preſent You with it : In FOR 

Compoſmg Wehereof it was my whole Aym and Endea- Tf. 
vour, to promote as Well as T was able, the Proper Buſineſs, and LE by 1 
that which ought to be the only Deſign of Publick Days of Hu- & io i | 
miliation, Namely, the Atonmg of the Divine Diſpleaſure, by T bf i | 
ſo Penitent a Senſe of our Perſonil Sins, and the Sins of our * Web 
Nation that cry aloud for Vengeance, as is followed with the For= w; Wt 
ſaking of them, and with hearty Endeavours, in our ſeveral . 
Stations, to be Inſtrumental as much as in us lies, towards 4 wo | oy 
General Reformation. To which, I duubt, there never was in © 
any People a more Obſtinate Aven ſneſs, than is at this preſent to jd jy 
be obſerved ammg us. The Conſideration whereof makes the ” 3 
hearts of Good Men AKe to think, what at laſt may become of us, X i | 
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after the Wonderful T hings God bath from time to tim?, and 


now of late, done for us, Tt can be at no time Excuſeable, but 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatoty, vc. 


is on Faſting-days Unpardmable, to be Mealy-mouth'd, 
and Shy of juſtly Repreſenting the Untoward State we are in; 
with the true Cauſe; thereof ; or of impartially Enumexating 
and E xpofing our Reigning Sins ; or to be ſparing in Re- 
proving ihoſe Vices and Follies, which are grown ſo Popular, 
as with very many among us to paſs for Virtues. And the 
only Apology I ſha'l make to thoſe, who may happen to be 
Offended at ſeveral Paſſages in the Applicatory Part of this 
Diſcourſe, is, that if we ſpare to ſpeak now, we may for ever 
bold our Peace. But the Truth is, We are under no ſmall 
Diſcouragement 10 hope for Succeſs upon thoſe men, who ſtand 
in moſt need of Plain-dealing ; ſince long Experience aſſures 
us, that theſe have made themſelves Sermon-Proof, Net how- 
ever, Whether they will Hear, or whether they will 
Forbear, there is great Satisfaftion in having faithſully done 
our Duty, and diſcharged our Conſciences. 


Now that God would F/ultiply His Bleſſings, upon this 
Great and Renuwned City ; and eſpecially on Yourlelves, who 
( under Their Majeſties) have the Chief Government thereof : 
And make You Happy Inſtruments in the diverting of His 
Judgments from it by Vigorouſly Setting Yourſetves to the Sups 
preſſing of the Vices that Abound in it ( Which will be Your 
Crown and Glory at the Great Day ) is the Hearty Prayer of, 


Right Honourable, 


Your moſt Humble Servant, 
Edward Fowler. 
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SERMON 


Preach'd before the 


LORD MAIOR 


AND THE 


Court of Aldermen, >. 
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Hoſea 1. 8. 


How ſhall T give thee up, Ephraim > How ſhall 
1 deliver thee, Iſrael? Flow [hall 1 make thee 
as Admah > How ſhall T ſet thee as Zeboim ? 
Mine Heart 1s turned within me, my Repentings 
are kindled together. 


Here is nothing to be affirmed of Almighty 

God with more abſolute Certainty, than 

that the making of his Creatures happy, 

according to their Capacitics of Happi= 

nefs, 1s highly pleating to him. Let him that glori- 
2th glory in this, that he underſtandeth and knoweth me : 
B That 
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That 1 am the Lord which exerciſe Loving-kindueſs, 


Tudgment and Righteouſneſs in the earth, for in theſe 


things I delight ſaith the Lord, Jer. 9. 24. The Divine 
Nature is all Love and Benignity : God 7s Love, faith 
the Apoſtle St, Fohn. The Sun and Light may be as 
ſoon ſeparated, as God and Goodneſs, the Deity and 
Loving-kindnefs : Nor is that Glorious Lamp of Heaven 
more free in communicating Light and Heat to the 
ſeveral Parts of the World, according as they are ca- 
pable of receiving them, than 1s Ged in ſpending the 
benign Rays and Influences of his Goodneſs upon his 
whole Creation, according as 'tis qualified and diſpo- 
ſed for them. And whenloever he withdraweth the 
Light of his Countenance and Fatherly Care from a- 
ny People, whenſoever he rurns their Joy into Hca- 
vinels, and puts them into unhappy Circumſtances, 
it is long of themſelves, not of the leaſt Defet of 
Goodneſs in Zim; 'tis wholly owing to their rende- 
ring themſelves unmeet to be any longer Partalcers of 
his Grace and Favour : So that he cannot at the 
Part of an Indulgent Father towards a/ forts of men, 
and do like an intinitely Wife and Holy Being, who 
is above all things concerned to promote the Intereſt 
of Righteouſneſs and Univerſal Goodneſs in the Uni- 
verſe. God is ever a like Good in himſelf, and a like 
willing to do good to all, as the Sx 15 equally full 
of Light at all times, and a like free in diſplaying 
his Beams: And therefore, as it 1s not to be aſcri- 
bed to any deficiency in the Sz, that we are every 
night in darkneſs,but to the Earth's interpoſing between 
it and ws; fo is it not, I fay, to be imputed to any 
want of Goodnels in God, that Nations or particular 
Perſons are at any time deprived of his wonted Pro- 
tection, but they muſt blame themſelves for it. Tour 
Iniquities 


(3) 


Iniquities ( faith the Prophet ) have ſeperated Lerween 
you and your God, and your fins have hid his Face from 
you, &c. Iſaiah 59. 2. 


In ſhort, God as God is always inclined to do good 
to his Creatures, but conſidering Him as Governour 
of the World, he is too often under a neceſlity of be- 
ing very ſevere; though indeed he may be truly ſaid 
to do good in inflicting Ev4l, nay, he deſigneth herein 
the greateſt good ; he aimerh at the good of thezr Soul, 
whom he paniſheth, till they grow obdurate and are 
incorrigible : But he ever dehgneth a general good in 
the Judgments he executcth, v/z. The Reformation of 
thoſe Corrigible People who are Obſervers of them, or 
made acquainted with them. When thy Tudgments are 
abroad in the Earth, the Inhabitants of the World will 
learn Righteouſneſs, Taialr 26. 9. Which is as much ax 
to ſay, Mens learning of Righteouſneſs is Gods Deſign 
in his Judgments, and they are very powerful mcans 
in order thereto, in their own nature. 


Now this being the true State of the Caſe, it is ap= 
parent, that God Almighty inflidts his Judgments, not 
out of Free Choice, but from Conffraint, and with a 
kind of willing willingneſs. And this he hath expreſ< 
ly told us, Lam. 3. 3t, &c. The Lord will not caſt off 
forever, but though he cauſe grief, yet will he have Com- 
paſſion, according to the maltitude of his Mercies : For 
he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the Children of 
Men. And the Pathetical Words, which I have choſen 
for my preſent Subject, may give us as great an afly- 
rance hereof, as any Text in the Bib/e; and before [ 
will repeat them, Ile give you an Account of the Oc- 
cafon of them. 
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(4) 
In the Four Firſt Verſes of this Chapter, we fint] 
God Almighty , by his Prophet, making a ſad Com- 
plaint of the ſraelites inexpteſſibly Vile Returns to 
him, for wonderful Engagements he had laid upon 
them. When Iſrael was a Child, then I loved him, and 
called my Son out of Egypt. As they called them, ſo 
they went from them, ( or as Moſes and the Prophets 
called them to Piety, and the Reformation of their 
Lives, ſo they deſpiſed their Calls) they ſacrificed unto 
Baalim, and burn'd Incenſe to Graven Images: 1 
taught Ephraim alſo to go, taking them by their Arms ; 
but they knew not that I healed them. Or I tovk the 
ſame Care of theſe People, from their very begin- 
Ning- to be a Nation, that tender Mothers 'talke of 
their weak Children; but they never would be per- 
ſwaded to lay it to heart. drew them with the Cords 
of a man, with Bands of Love ( or with the greateſt 
Expreſſions of Love and Kindneſs ; which is the belt 
and molt proper Method to be taken with Free A- 
gents) and 1 was to them as they that take off the 
Toke on their Jaws, and I laid meat unto them. Or 
I delivered them out of the moſt miſerable Bondage, 
and gave them a Land flowing with Milk and Ho- 
ney ; and fed them in a Miraculous Manner in their 
Journey thither, through the Barren Wilderneſs. 


And Verſe 5, 6. we find their gracious Father fo 
highly provoked by their long intolerable Behaviour 
towards him, as to pronounce very terrible Threats 
againſt them, vis. They fhall not return into the Land 
of Egypc, ( or they ſhant be ſuffered to flee to the 
Egyptians, wh's were now their great Friends, and on 
whom they relycu more than on the Divine Safe- 
gaard ) But the Allyrian ſhall be their King ( he thall 
{ubduc 


(5) 
ſubdue them, and carry them away Captive) Zecauſe 
they refuſed to return ; or to return to me, after ſo 
many earneſt Calls. And the Sword ſhall abide in his 
Cities, and ſhall conſume his Branches, or clioice Men, 
becauſe of their own Counſels, Becauſe to fave them- 
ſelves, they take torbidden Courſes, making wicked 
Alliances ; and are perpetually revolting, and back- 
ſliding from me ; as it follows verſe 7, And my Peo- 
le are bent to back ſliding from me, thourh they called 
them to the moſt High, none at all w4!d exalt him. 
Though I ſeat my Prophets from tim: to time, to 
admonith chem to repent and amend their lives, yer 
they have generally itill refuſed to give Glory to 
me, by harkening to theſe Admonitions, but ſtill per- 
ſiſt obſtinately in their Rebellions agatnſt me. 


But we ſee, after all this, as highly as they had 
incenſed the great God againſt them, and as dreadfully 
Threatned, as they »ow were by Him ;. He yet farther 
makes good, when one would /eaff expect He thould, 
that Saying, of the Son of Syrach, As 7s His Majeſty ſo 
is his Mercy : This He doth in the Words of my Ten, 
Fow ſhall T jive thee up Ephraim > How /hall I deli- 
ver thee, or deliver thee «p, Iſrael 2 How can I find 
in mine heart to be as bad as my Word in Execu- 
ting {uch fearful Threatnings? ZZow ſhall I make thee 
as Admah? ow ſhall IT ſet thee as Z:boim 2 How 
ſhall I be able to make an utter end of thee, as I did 
of thoſe two, and their neighbouring Cities 2 Mine 
heart is turned within me, my Repentings are kindled 
together. My Bowels do yearn towards you /{#/1, as 
little as you deſerve the leaſt Compatſhon, I teel my 
Nature itrongly inclined to ſpare you yet a while 


longer, and to give you a longer ſpace for i 
anc 
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and I will comply with this inclination: As it fol- 
lows in the next verſe. 7 will not execute the frerce- 
neſs of mine anger, 1 will not return to deſtroy Ephraim ; 
or I will not do it yet ; for / am God and not man 
(my Compaſlion 1s inconceivably beyond what a 
Mortal man is capable of ) the Zoly one in the mid{/? 
of thee; and 1 will not Enter into the City; or into 
the Head City Samaria ; I will not Enier into it 


. b . . 
in an Hoſtile manner, to make a ruinous Heap ot it. 


I ſay the words of my Text, with the verſe fol- 
lowing, contain a moſt gracious Declaration of Al- 
mighty God, that he would hold his Hand yer for 
ſome /onger time, trom deſtroying theſe People (after 
His Patience ſeemed to be perietly ſpent, by the 
Threatnings juſt before uttered) if happily they might 
at /aſt come to themſelves, and return to their right 
minds, But we find that theſe Deſperate Wretches 
would not to the very /aft be in the leaſt wrought 
upon, cither by the moſt ſcaring Menaces, or aſtonith- 
ing Patience, or the moſt melt.ng and indearing Ex- 
preſſions of Divine Pity ; and therefore in Conclu- 
ſion, the wrath of God came upon them to the uttermoſt ; 
they were carricd away Captive by the King ot 
Aſſyria, and he made a clean riddance of them : For 
tothisday they never returned, but are quite /off among 
the Gentzles, Where as Jadah returncd, attcr ſeventy 
Tears, from her Captivity under the King of Babylon, 


But we ſce that God here Expreſieth, the greate(} 
averlencis 1masginabic, ro the bringing of uttcr Ruin 
upon this Nation, it confiftently wich the Honour of 
His Laws, and the Wiſdom, and Rigateoninets of His 
Govcrament, it could have becu avuud. From v hence 
WC 


(Þ 


we learn, That _— leſs than apparent Neceſlity 
can prevail with the infinitely good God, to make his 
Creatures miſerable ; and much more, thoſe whom 
He hath taken into Covenant with Himſelf, His viſible 
Church and Profeſſors of the true Religion : And this 
will tarther appear, by theſe following Conliderations. 


Firſt, God's Earneſt ahd moſt Pathetical exciting 
of ſinners to Tarn and Repent, that [uiquity may not 
be their ruin, is of it felt ſufficient to aſſure us here- 
of. His ſending His Prophets and Mellengers to cry 
aloud in their Ears, Tarn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways, Why will ye dye 2 doth ailure us of this. The 
Bible is f«/7 of Calls to firncrs of this Nature, infor- 
ccd with Gracious Promites to thoſe who thall obey 
theſe Calls, and as ſcaring Threataings againſt thoſe 
who will not obey them. ; 


Seconaly, "Tis God's ordinary Method to give Warn- 
irgs to ſinners before He ſtrikes ; and what can His 
meaning therein be, but that He may ot ltrike, 
that Repentance and Reformation may ſtay his Hand, 

nd prevent the Blow 2 How many inſpired men did 
He heretofore ſend, upon this Sole Errand 2 Thus 
did He give warning to the 0/4 World by the Preach 
ing of Noah, and his Preparing an Ark for the ſaving 
of Himſelf and His FHoujhold, before He overwhelmed 
3x with an Univerſal Deluge. And this Ark was 
Noah in preparing for Forty Years together, that ſo 
ir might give the longer Warning ; for otherwiſe, 'tis 
likely he might have finih'd it, in a much ſhorter time. 


How long, and how frequently had both the 7er 
Tribes and the 7w, Warnings fent them by the _ 
phets, 
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phets, before they were carried away Captive ? And 
what an Awakening Warning had the 2wo Tribes, 
from the fulfilling of the Threatniogs againſt the zex, 
to prevent the fulfilling of the /zke againit themſelves 2 


Nor did Gcd thus concern Himſelf to give Warn- 
ings only to the People of 1ſrael, but He did the 
like alſo to Heathen Nations. As the Moabites, the 
Syrians, the Feyptians, the Tyrians, the Ninevites, &c. 
I fay, the Threatnings ſent to all theſe, were de- 
figncd for Warnings. God's meaning in them was 
nothing leſs, than to torment them before the time. 
They were ſent to Rouze ſleepy Souls out of their 
ſexurity, and to awaken them ro a ſpeedy Repen- 
tance, that fo there might be no necellity of making 
good His Threatnings ; Which the Nizevites found 
by happy Experience. Well was it for them that 
they were fo 'Threatned, fince they had been a&ua/ly 
deſtroyed, had they not firſt been threatzed with 
deſtruction : Becauſe thex they would not have re- 
pented as they did, 


And the Delion. of thoſe other Threats, which 
were fulfilled to the utmeſ!, was the very ſame with 
the deſign of thoſe pronounced againlt Nizeveh ; as 
the Prophets do abundantly atiure us. Conditions 
we plainly perceive were izplyed in ici, as were 
molt abſolutely expreſt ; as what T..ircatning could 
be expreſt more ablolutcly, whan i +. againſt Nineveh 2 

Even our Savioar's ſo pirftuill, Predifting the 
Deſtruction cf Feruſolem, wWitll EC leavy Calamities 
leading to It, and the //rir.ge Prodigies which gave 
notice of the near approach of it, we arc to reckon 

in 
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in the number of Warnings ; although the Deſtry- 
&ion of that City was irreverſibly decreed, for the 
merthering of the Lord of Glory there, which was at 
hand ; as alſo were the Miſeries that befel the ob- 
durate Fews. That Predifion and thoſe Prodigies were 
Warnings to the fincere Chriſtian hey might 
eſcape, as accordingly they did, the: dreadful Judg- 
ment : And likewiſe to thoſe who were not hard- 
ned to the utmoſt degree among the Fews, that they 
might Repent of their Infidelity, and embrace the 
Goſpel, and ſo might eſcape too. 


And as I have ſhewed, how God did of old give 
Fore-warnings by the Prophets of great Judgments, 
ſo I think 1t no hard matter to make it out, that He 
hath given Preſages in all theſe /atter Ages, by very 
ſignificant Providences, and extraordinary Events, 
which our Saviour calls Signs of the times, before eſpc- 
cially Great Revolutions, or General and Extraordi- 
nary Calamities. Hiſtory hath fſurniſh'd us with a- 
bundance of Inſtances of this nature, and our own Hi- 
ſtories with not a few, that have been obſerved in 
theſe Kingdoms. And we may, if we pleaſe, call to 
mind ſeveral of theſe Prefages, which have happen- 
cd in our ows time, before great Judgments. But this 
is a Topick, which the Scepticiſm of the Age will 
ſcarce bear the handling. Burt I cant forbear ſaying,that 
I much fear, we have ſome /-boding Signs, at this 
preſent, of God's (ending,viz. Inſtances of a marvellous 
infatuation, no whit, 1 doubt, inferiour to that we ob- 
ſerved a while ago with no leſs pleaſure than wonder 
in our Adverſarys. I ſay, at this preſezt we have 
Inſtances of ſuch an Infatuation, as all mult needs 


obſerve who are not in the number of the /nfatuated'; 
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and which feems perfeCtly unaccountable, if it bent 
Fudicial, No doubt the wiſer and Better fort, ought 
to look on theſe as Warnings defigned for them eſpe- 
cially, if not only. 


Thirdly, "Tis Gods uſual Courſe to try a wicked 
People with Lighter Judgments, before He brings the 
Heavieſt upon them. We have a Remarkable Place 
to this purpoſe, Amos 4. 6, &s, Here God minds 
his People, Firſt, that he had given them great 
ſcarcity of Bread, and yet- have ye not returned unto me, 
ſaith the Lord. Next, that he had given them the like 
of Water, and yet have ye not returned unto me, ſaith 
the Lord, Next, that he had ſent upon their Yine- 
yards and Olive-yards, &c. blaſting Winds, and devour- 
ing Inſedts, and yet have ye not returned unto me, ſaith 
the Lord. Next, that he had fent among them a 
ſweeping Plague, and moreover the Heavier Judgment 
(as King David accounted it) of a bloody War, and 
yet have ye not returned unto me, ſaith the Lord. 
And, by the way, you can ſcarce need to be mind- 
ed, that theſe three laſt were our Late Calamities, 
and ſince they were I fear as much loſt upon us, as 
they were on thoſe Fews, we have the greater rea- 
fon to attend to what follows in the xext verſe, 
which is a dreadful one indeed : Therefore thus will 
T ao unto thee O Iſrael, and becauſe I will do this un- 
to thee, prepare to meet thy God O Iſrael, Which is 
as much as to fay, ſeeing fo many other Judgments 
have proved ineffeftual to the Reforming or you, 
do you now expect ſome Feartiul thing, which thall 
be nameleſs : Some Judgment far more dreadtul than 
any that have hitherto fallen upon you; and there- 
fore put. your ſelves into a poſture of defence, = 
ce 


(11) 
ſce whether you are able to contend, and try it 
out with me. 


And the Author of the Book of Wiſdom tells us, that | 
God dealt after the fame manner, with the Canaanites, {Ott 
themſelves ; that before they were for their Horrid {py 
Practices devoted to Deſtruction, He Executed upon 
them his Judgments by little and little, and by fo 
doing, gave them place for Repentance, Ch. 12. 8, &c. Ta 


Fourthly, When God had determined to pour down 
the Vials of his Vengeance on a wicked People, He | 


hath ſome times plainly intimated, that he did it not, ch.4 
till their wickedneſs was come up to ſuch a Heighth tl 

as did neceſſarily call for them. For inſtance, When | > 
he was reſolved on the deſtruction of the o/d World, | ny 


he declared that the wickedneſs of man, was not 
only great upon the Earth, but ſo great, that every 
thought and imagination of his heart was only evil, and 
that continually : And that mankind was grown fo 
horribly depraved, that it even Repented him that he 


had made man ; or he was become as hateful to him, $14 
as if he repented his Creating of him. God did not it] $3 
rain down Fire and Brimſtone upon Sodom and Gomor- T1 
813 8: 

l 


rah, before he had ſignified to his Servant Abraham, that 
the cry of their wickedneſs was come up unto him ; 
that it was great, and their fin very grievous, The 
reaſon he gave tor his deferring the Deſtruction of 
the Amorites to the fourth Generation, was, that the 
Tniquity of the Amorites was not yet full. And our 
Bleſſed Saviour ſuppoterh, that there is a certain 
Meaſure and Proportion of wickedneſs, which ſinners 
do come up to, before God is fo ſevere, as to inflict 


the hcavieſt Judgments upon them, in thote words 
C 3 to 
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to the Scribes and Phariſees : Fill ye up the meaſure 


- — 


of your Fathers, Mat. 23. 32+ 


Fifthly, *Tis likewiſe apparent, that God Almighty 
is moſt backward to the deſtroying of a wicked 
People, or putting them into miſerable circumſtanees, 
till zeceſitated, in that he hath again and again- de- 
clared his being diverted from ſo doing, by fuch 
Motives, as one would thinpk could have but wery 
little influence upon ſuch a Being as Ze is, or rather 
none at all, As if (to ſpeak with Reverence) he were 
glad of any Excuſe tor the longer ſparing thoſe, who 
had made themſelves lyable to the ſtroak of his 
Juſtice, 


1x, A meer partial Humiliation, an Humiliation far 
ſhort of true Repentance, hath been one of thoſe 
Motives. - Thus upon Ahabs putting on Sackcloth, Fa- 
ſing, and going Softly, ſaid God to the Prophet, 
Seeſt thou how Ahab humbleth himſelf, becauſe he hum- 
bleth himſelf before me, I will not bring the evil in his 
days, &c. *Tis faid of Ahab, that he fold himſelf to 
work wickedneſs in the fight of the Lord, whom Jezebel 
his Wife ſtirred up. And I need not recite unto you 
the abominable things he did, for which God threat- 
ned him. by the Prophet Elijah, that Fe would bring 
evil upon him, and take away his Poſterity, and cut 
off from him, him that piſſeth againſt the Wall, and him 
that is ſhut wp .and left in lirael ; and would make 
bis Houſe like the Houſe of Jeroboam, the Son of 
Nebat, who made Iſrael to rn. 1 Kin. 21. 21, &c. 
And it follows ver. 27. And it came to paſs, when 
Ahab heard theſe words, that he rent his clothes, and 
gut Sackcloth upon. his Fleſh, and Faited, and went 


hftly, 


( 13 ) 
ſoftly. Would any one have thought now, that 
this Humiliation of ſo Yz/e a man, could in the /ea/ſ? 
have moved the Divine Compaſſion 2 We are not 
to thigk, that he only aed a part, and play'd the 
Hypocrite, in this Humiliation ; for then he would 
have ſo much the more provoked God againſt him, 
But yet God knew that this his humbling himſelf, 
proceeded from meer dread of the Threatned Judg- 
ment; that there was no Deteſtation of his wick- 
ed doings at the bottom of it, and therefore that no 
Reformation would be produced by it : Yet it pleaſed 
the Almighty to ſhew how averſe he was to great ſe- 
verity, by being wrought upon by ſo very imper- 
fe&t an Humiliation as 2his, to the putting off the 
Execution of this Threatning till after his time. It 
follows werſes 28, 29. And the word of the Lord 
came to Elijah the Tiſhbite, ſaying, ſeeſt thou how 
Ahab humbleth himſelf, becauſe he humbleth himſelf be- 
ore me ( becauſe he doth not mock at this Threat, but 
ſo far humbleth himſelf as thou haſt ſeen) 7 wil not 
bring the evil in his days, but in his Sons days will 1 
bring the Evil upon his Houſe. Which Threatning, we 
may ſuppoſe, had this tacit Condition ; I will bring 
the evil in his Soxs days, if another ſort of Humili- 
ation than the Fathers was, doth not prevent it. 
Again, We have another inſtance like this of Aha, 
2 Chron. 12. 7, 8, We read in the beginning of the 
Chapter,that when Rehoboam had Eſtabliſh'd the Kingdom, 
and had ſtrengthened himſelf, he forſook the Law of the 
Lord, and all I{rael with him, And that in the Fifth 
Year of his Reign, Shiſhack Xing of Egypt came «p 
ag4inſt Jeruſalem, becauſe they had tranſgreſſed the Law 
of the Lord, with 1200 Chariots and 60000 Horſe- 
wen, &c, And wer. 5. Shemaiah came to Rehoboam 


and 
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(14) 
and the Princes of Judah, and ſaid unto them : Thus 
Jaith the Lord, you have forſaken me, and therefore have 
T alſo left you, in the hand of Shiſhack. And what 
effect this terrible Meſſage had upon them, we are 
told in the next words : Whereupon the Princes of 
Hrael and the King humbled themſelves, and they ſaid, 
the Lord is Righteous. Now what could be expe- 
ted leſs than this from them, under ſuch frightful 
Apprehenſions ; when they were in ſight of fo For- 
midable an Enemy, and when ( as we read) they had 
already taken the Fenced Cities of Judah, and were come 
to Jeruſalem? And it appears by ver. 14. that this 
was but ſuch a kind of Humiliation, as that of Ahab ; 
but, for all this, the next verſe tells us, that when the Lord 
faw that they humbled themſelves, the word of the Lord 
came to Shemaiah, ſaying, they have humbled themſelves, 
therefore I will not deſtroy them, but I will grant them 
Jome delrverance, and my wrath ſhall not be poured 
forth upon Jerulalem, by the hand of Shilhack : Never- 
theleſs they ſhall be his Servants ( or Tributaries to 
him ) that they may know my ſervice, and the ſervice 
of the Kingdoms Ll the Countries, 7.e., That they may 
feel the vait difference between My ſervice, which 
they refuſe, and the ſervice of Foreign Nations. And 
again 'tis ſaid, ver. 12. And when he humbled himſelf, the 
wrath of the Lord turned from him, that he would not 
deſtroy him altogether, and alſo in Judah things went wel. 


2. Another Motive by which God hath alſo been 
diverted from deſtroying a wicked People, is, the 
Prayers .of a few good People, nay, of ove good 
man. *Tis ſaid, Pſal. 106. 23. that God ſaid he would 
deſtroy the liraclites, had not Moſes his Choſen ſtood 


' before him in the Breach, to turn away his wrath leſt 


h 


( 15) 
he ſhould defiroy them. And there is a ſtrange paſ- 
ſage, Ezek. 22. 30. Where God complains, that there 
was no one to be found to intercede for rhoſe, whom 
he had often threatned with Deltrudtion. 7 ſought, 
ſaid he, for a man among them, that ſhould make 
up the Hedge, and ſtand in the Gap before me for the 
Land, that I ſhould not deſtroy them ; but I found 
none. Therefore have I poured out mine indignation 
upon them, &Cc. 


But to prevent the making an z7/ uſe of God's ha- 
ving been perſwaded from executing the fierceneſs of 
his Wrath, by an Humiliation ſhort of Reformation, or 
by the Interceſſion of good People, we are to know, 
that neither the oze nor the other Motive will always 
do, nor is it fit they ſhould. Theſe two Motives have, 
no doubt, prevailed again and again for this Nation 
of ours, but it follows not, that therefore they ſhall 
fill prevail; and the oftner they have ſo done, there 
is much the more danger, of their not doing ſo for 
the future. Belides, ſuch Motives as theſe do only 
prevail for the longer /taving off of Judgments, not 
the keeping them off for altogether. 1here was a 
time when God profeſſed concerning his Antient Peo- 
ple , That. though Moſes and Samuel ſtood before him, 
yet his mind could not be towards them, &c. Jer. 15. 1. 
And he ſaid the like concerning the Interceſſion of 
Noah, Daniel and Job (thoſe great Favourites of Hea- 
ven )) that were they on the Earth again, it ſhould 
nothing avail them, and that they ſhould only deliver 
their own Souls by their Righteouſneſs, Ezek. 14+ 14. 


3. We may ſee another Motive God laid hold on 
for the ſparing the ſame Retellious 7ſraelites, Deut. 
32. 27» 
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( 16) 


32.27. I ſaid T would ſcatter them into Corners, 1 
would make the Remembrance of them to ceaſe from a- 
mong men, were it not that 1 feared the Wrath of the 
Enemy, leſt their Adverſaries ſhould behave themſelves 
ſtrangely, and leſt they ſhould ſay their Hand is high, 
and the Lord hath not done all this. That is, were 
ic not that I knew, they would take Advantage from 
the Deſtruction of my People, to bepride themſelves 
the more in their own ſtrength; and not look on 
themſelves as the Rod's of mine Anger, or Executio- 
ners of wy Vengeance; and ſo their Deſtruction would 
loſe the Force of an Example for the deterring of 
the Heathen from their wicked Prattices. | Were ir 
not that I feared the Wrath of the Enemy : This 
is one of thoſe many Examples we find in Scripture, 
of God's ſpeaking to Men atter the manner of Men, 


4. We ſhall find another like this, Ezek. 20. 14. 
Where God faith, 7 ſaid 7 wonld pour out my Fury up- 
on them in the Wilderneſs, to conſume them, But I 
wrought for my Name's ſake, that it ſhou!d not be pol- 
Iuted among the Heathen, in whoſe aght I brought them 
forth. That is, that the Egyptians might not ſay, 
That for Miſchief he brought them out, to ſlay them 3n 
the Mountains, and to conſume them from the Face of 
the Earth. Which was the Motive uſed by Moſes 
to prevail with God 7o tar from his fierce Wrath, 
and to repent of this Evil againſt his People , Ex- 
Od, 32. 12» 


But what could the Great God ſuffer, by the Enc- 
mies taking occaſion from their deſtroying his Peo- 
ple, to bepride themſelves the more in their own 
ftrength, fince+(as the Pſalmuſt ſpeaks) Zr the things 


wherein 


(17) 
wherein they dealt moſt proudly, He is above them 2 
And what Dammage could accrue to the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, from their Reproaches? Yet you fee ſuch 
Motives as theſe did ſtay God's Hand ( ſeeing- he had 
no better) trom 7zheir Deſtruction, who had done 
all that lay in them, to draw down his Vengeance. 
And I fay again, that ſuch Motives as theſe four do 
plainly ſhew, that he is naturally extreamly averſe, 
tro the giving of ſinners their due deſert ; and that, 
when he dorh ſo, 'tis an effte&t of Neceſſity, rather 
than of Free Choice. 


Sixthly, God's Infinite Goodneſs, and His Infinite 
Greatneſs too, do abſolutely allure us of this. For 
taking pleaſure in Deſtrution or Miſery as ſuch, is 
pertectly inconſiſtent with Goodneſs, and much more 
with Infinite Goodneſs; but to deſtroy or make 
miſerable, when there is no Necellity in the caſe, is 
much the ſame thing, with delighting in Deſtruction 
and Miſery as ſuch. And again, he hath bur a very 
ſorry notion of Almighty God, who needs to be farti(- 
fied, that he hath innuincrable other ways of pro- 
curing his own Pleaſure, and therefore can nor need 
to do it by any of His Creatures Deſtrution or Mi- 
ſery, were He capable of delighting himfclf therein. 


Laſtly, The many Expreſs Declarations, which 
God hath made concerning this matter, do make us 
not to need any Copſequences for a Proof hereof. 
You have heard that he hath Profeſſed thar, Ze doth 
not affiet willingly, nor grieve the Children of Men, 
And 1ince 'tis impoſſible for God to lye, this one Text 
ought to weight down a thouſand Objections, could 
the wit of man invent fo many, againſt the rruth = 

D thus 
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(18) 


this Dotrine. And again, from a great concern tha t 
we ſhould not admit the leaſt doubt of it, he hath ſo 
wonderfully condeſcended, as to back ſuch Declara- 
tions with a Solemn Oath. As T live, ſaith the Lord 
God, I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but 
that the wicked turn from bis way and live. Ezek. 33.11. 


Again, We have God Almighty expreſſing a vehe- 
ment Wiſh, that his people had zo given him ſuch 
Provocations, Plal. 81. 13, &c. Oh that "my People 
had harkened unto me, and Iſrael had walked in my 
ways, 1 ſhould ſoon have ſubdued their enemies, &c. 
But he could not with this for any Good, his Crca- 
tures obſervance of his Laws could ſignity to him 
ſelf ; ſince "tis no gain to him ( as Eliphaz ſpeaks ) 
that we make our way perfet : And man cannot be 
profitable unto God, as he that is wiſe may be profit a- 
table to himſelf. 


Again, We farther find him expreſſing a very ar- 
dent With, that his people would Ceaſe to give him 
Provocations ; and that for this reaſon, that he 
might be under no zeceſſity of making them miſera- 
ble. This he doth, Dewt. 5. 29. Oh that there were ſuch 
an heart in them ! that they would fear me, and keep 
my Commandements always, that it may be well with 
them, and with their Children for ever. 


And what an aſtoniſhing Conſideration is it, 
that the Infinite Majeſty of God ſhould ſtoop fo 
low, as that he ſhould expreſs himſelf to wile 
Duſt and Aſhes ; nay, to the moſt obdurate and 
hard-hearted Wretches in the World, after the man- 
ner he hath here done, in the words of our Text. 
How 


(19) 


Fow ſhall I give thee up Ephraim 2 Fow ſhall 1 
deliver thee lirael, &c 2? 


—— — 


Now to make Application of what hath 
been Diſcourſed on theſe Words. 


Firſt, 7 E Learn from thence, what ſtrange 
\ Folly, or rather deſperate Madnels, 

doth lodge in the hearts of Sinful 

men. Lord ! that they jthould be ſuch deadly Ene- 
m:es to themſelves, that they ſhould be ſo reſolute- 
ly tent upon plucking down Ruine and Miſery upon 
their own heads, Ruine and Miſery both in zhzs 
World and in that fo come, when God hath done all 
that could reaſonably be deſired, and much more 
than ought to have been expected. from him, to pre- 
vent their being Miſerable, and to make them Happy 
both here and hereafter. What reaſon have we, 
when we conſider thzs, to take up that with of the 
Prophet Feremy 2 Oh that mine head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep 
day and night ! This fſottithneſs of ſinners can never 
be enough Lamented, nor can we ſufficiently Wonder 
at it. 'There is nothing to be obſerved in all Gods 
Creation ſo Unaccountable, to Amazing. There is 
no ſort of Creatures under the Cope of Heaven, be- 
ſides wretched Mankind (which alone is indued with 
Underſtanding and Liberty) but do provide as well 
as they are able tor their own ſafety ; bur are ſo 
concerned for their own welfare, as not to expoſe 
themielves, without apparent neceſiity, to the leaſt 
D 2 danger. 
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(20) 
danger. A poor Bird needs no. other warning to 
avoid a ſnare, than the fight of it; 2» vain ( aith 
the Wiſe man) #s the Net ſpread in the fight of any 
Bird. But unhappy Man will run into the Pit, with 
his eyes open. For the gratifying of a brutiſh Ap- 
petite for a /ittle little while, he'll adventure being 
utterly ruined and undone, both Soul and Body, in this 
World, and to all Eternity. And that, though God him- 
ſelf by his holy Word, and by innumerable Ex- 
amples of his Juſtice, and by the Feeling he often 
ives him of the evil of ſin, rakes the moſt effe- 
Qual courſe throughly to convince him, of the hor- 
rible Madneſs of wilfully tranſgreſſing his Righteous 
Laws. What words are ſignificant enough to give 
this its due Aggravation ! Be aſtoniſhed O ye Heavens at 
this, and be ye horribly afraid, be ye very deſolate : As 
the Propher crys out in this ſame caſe, Ferem. 2. 12. 


Secondly, Will faners ftift perſevere in this their 
Madneſs 2 Will they mever return to their wits 
.more ? Remember this, and ſhew your ſelves men ; 
bring it again to mind O you Tranſgreſſors. Do I fay, 
ſhew your ſelves Mer, as the Propher did; I fay far- 
ther, ſhew that you are not more Brutiſh than the 
very Brutes. That you are ngt inferiour- to the 
Beaſts which periſh, in Prudence or Sagacity, in Inge- 
nuity or good Nature. Can we take our ſelves tor 
wen, and not flee thoſe infinite dangers, to which 
fin expoſeth us, by ſincerely applying our ſelves to 
the uſe of thoſe means which God hath appointed, 
for the avoiding and ſubduing of ir > Nay, can we 
believe our ſelves a better fort of Creatures, than 
the very Devils, and not be lead to Repentance, by 
God's unſpeakable Goodneſs, and his ſtrange Patience, 
and 
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and Long: ſuffering towards us, and his mighty un- 
willingneſs to deſtroy us, while there is any hope? 


O let not us of this City, and this Kingdom, be 
ating the 1ſrae/ires ſtill over and over, thoſe fearfully 
hardened People who had even made a Covenant with 
death, and were at an Agreement -with Hell; and 
were reſolved upon it, what ever they ſuffered in 
this lite, nay, though they were damn'd for it too, 
in the life *o come, they would not repent of their 
wicked doings, and return to God ; let him invite 
them never fo graciouſly, or addreſs himſelf to them 
never ſo pathetically. Shall we, I fay, #/ tread in 
the ſteps of thoſe Sons of Belial, and be immove- 
ably bent upon holding on in our Rebellion againſt 
Heaven, as they were? Did they fare ſo well, as 
that we need not be ſcared from following their Ex- 
ample 2 Shall we mock the Meſſengers of God, as 
they did ? Shall we deſpiſe his Word, and all his 
Warnings, as they did ; till at length the wrath of 
the Lord brake forth againſt #s, as it did againſt 
them, until there be no Remedy > Truly if ſo, we 
are more deſperate than they were, becauſe we are 
fore-warned of the diſmal conſequence of ſuch doings, 
by their fearful Example ; what things happened to 
them were for Enſamples to us, ſaith S. Paul, and they 
are written for our Admonition, upon whom the ends of 
the World are come, x Cor. 10. 11. But eſpecially 
ſhall we, then, be more mad than they, becauſe our 
Chriſtianity hath furniſh't us with far more power- 
ful Motives to obedience, and greater Helps and Ad- 
vantages, as great as theirs were, than they had : 
And in no Church in Chriftendom, is the Goſpel more 
truly Preached, or better means of Grace _—_— 
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than in the Church of England : Which is no ſmall 
Aggravation of our fins. 


How often hath God repented kim of the Evil, that 
in all appearance, he was juſt doing unto us, and 
which we had all the Reaſon in the world, to look 
for from him? Look we to it, that he be not con- 
ſtrained by #s, .as he was by the perverſe Fews, to 
ſay, 1 am weary of repenting ; for when once he is 
ſo, thoſe who have tyred out his Patience, ſhall aſ- 
ſ{uredly find it a fearful thing to fall into. the hands 
of the Living God. And though he ſhould till dif- 
ſipate black Clouds hanging over our heads, and 
ſhew infinite Compaſſion /tz// to our Un-reformcd 
Nation, as a Nation; yet Impenitents in their own 
Perſons ſhall, inſtead of faring the better, fare much 
the worſe tor it. 


But let not our Nation, or our Church cither, 
fancy it ſelf deeper in the Divine Favour, than were 
the {ſraelites, Though we would gladly hope, that 
thoſe Words of Maneahb's Wife, may be applyed to 
our preſent Caſe, viz. If the Lord had pleaſed to kill 
us, he would not have received a Burnt-Offering and 
Meat - Offering at our hands ; neither would he have 
ſhewed us all theſe things; nor would as at this time 
have told us ſuch things as theſe. It the Lord had 
deſigned at lait ro Vn-Church us, or to make us a Prey 
to our Enemies, he would- not, we may hope, have 
done ſuch Great \Things for us in Anſwer ro the 


Prayers ct good People among us. He would nor, 


from time to time, have ſo wondertully diſcovered 
the deep-laid Plots of Rome againi(t us ; nor fo ſtrange- 
ly have batilcd ail the Attempts of cur Popiſh Ad- 

verlarics, 


(23) 
verſaries, for the reducing of us to our Old Bondage ; 
nor ſo infatuated the Crafty Feſuites, as he did, in 
the laſt ſhort Reign; and turned the Counſels of thoſe 
Achitophels into folly ; nor by ſo many Amazing 
Providences have ſent us Deliverance, when we were 
on the very Brink of Ruine. And becauſe we had 
ſo few Revolters to Popery; and many who were 
Bad enough in other Reſpects, ſhewed a great Zeal 


againſt the Superſtitions and groſs Corruptions of 


that Religion : for theſe Reaſons we have, I fay, In- 
couragement to hope, that God will deal nothing ſo 
ſeverely with us, as he did with the 7ez Tribes, nor 
as he did with the 7wo neither. Yet conſidering the 
many things he hath ( for all this ) againſt us, it will 
be very {trange, if we ſhould fee thoſe happy days, 
which we /ately were apt to promiſe our ſelves, with- 
out firſt more ſeverely iſmarting for zheſe things, than 
we have yet done. And eſpecially, when we reflect 
upon the Requital God hath had, for our late off 
wonderful Deliverance, we may tremble to think, how 
he muſt needs reſent it, and how he way punith it, 


Our Church and Nation have had 7wo ſuch Deli- 
verances, within the ſpace of Thirty Years, as per- 
haps never any People in the World, except the Fews, 
were bleſt with, in one Whole Age : Bur as to the 
Former of theſe Deliverances, I mean that in 1660, 
I need not ſay how lamentably it was abuſed ; nor 
need you, ſurc, be minded, what dreadful Judgments 
did enſue upon the Abuſe of it; and which came 
very thick upon one another : And in which 2hzs 
City had the far deepeſt ſhare, as it had alſo in that 
Guilt, which brought them down upon us. Nor need 
[ tell you, what Reaſon we had to expe, 7wo far 
heavier 


_ 


Wy gp mere ney > .; C — 
md NG 
”— . 


EIS wg RR 
AS. 


L 
ty 


s ene ee La 


4. 


WAITE "POLL. © ma "i" 4 - I . - - 
—_— be - k, oo - a - wot 9-4, - -” -* . - » ” ow - 0 <> 4 
PRESITIDS 8 - w— B a p 
anal . K 
« - & FA < «- A * ww 5 1 
p Y W- 0 F AS 2 & x9 * *7 "_ £. be "x Vande . 
$24 : . ———_ »—- Ss 
——___x ————————————————— a... ts ET ad —_ ws OE: a 
- #4 - o w_ 
Ws b _ 7 o Sg > &-1 - - 4k ® ” 
* KS _ 
_ 


(24) 
heavier Judgments than any we have met with, or 
than altogether, viz. Popery and Slavery ;: Towards 
the Introducing of which, there was made ſo great 
a Progreſs in the Former of the Two laſt Reigns, and 
which was apace perfeQting in this /aft, A 

But in the Meunt was the Lord ſeen : As loudly as our 
high Provocations called for theſe Judgments, and 
ſuch Concomitants of them, as have made the Frexch 
Proteſtants the moſt deplorably miſerable of all Peo- 
ple, our infinitely Gracious God ſeemed to Addreſs 
Himſelf to ©s, as he did to the /ſraelites in our Text, 
and to ſay; How ſhall I give you up? How ſhall I 
deliver you into your Enemies hands 2 How ſhall I make 
You as your poor Brethren of France? How ſhall I ſet 
you, as your Fellow-Proteſtants of Piedmont ? Mine 
heart is turned within me, my Repentings are kindled 
together. Nay,”'he did not onely ot execute the frerce- 
neſs of his Anger, when we looked for nothing more 
than that he ſhould ; but he ſent us Deliverance, 
while we onely Feared the foreſaid Calamitics ; for 
comparatively very few of us had Felt any thing : 
Though we ſaw too many Prel«dia to Arbitrary Go- 
vernment and Popiſh Cruelty, yer, 1 ſay, but a 
{mail Number comparatively had fel? the leaſt Smart 
of either. 


In ſhort, God Almighty by a Series or Train of 
very Admirable Providences, was graciouſly pleaſed 
to Reſcue both our Religzon and our Laws, trom the 
DeſtruQtion Threatened them, and near EFfeded. He 
ſet a Proteſtant Xing, with a Proteſtant Qa2en, upon 
the Throne. He bleſt our Church with a Nurſing 
Father, and (which is a great Rarity in theſe Na- 
| tions) 


(25) 
tions) with a Nurfing Mother too: And he pave us 
theſe never to be ſufficiently Valued Bleſſings, without 
putting us to the expenſe either of Blood or Treaſure. 


But hath he been better Requited for his, than he 
was for the former Deliverance? Alas no, no whit 
better. How many of us, whoſe mouths were filled 
with laughter, and whoſe tongues with ſinging, upon their 
firſt receiving it, did as much in a little time flight 
it, did quickly grow weary of it? Some, becauſe them 
ſelves or their Party did not happen to be ſuch 
Gainers by it, as they Jook't they ſhould have been. 
Others, in regard of the Taxes which have follow- 
ed upon it ; though they can't but acknowledge, that 
*rwould have been a good Bargain but the other 
day, to have parted with one Half. of their Eſtates* 
to ſecure the other Half: And they muſt needs 
alſo bz ſenſible, that theſe Taxes are no whit Hea- 
vier, than the miſerable Condition of our Fellow- 
Subjects of Ireland, do neceſlarily call for; and 
which one would have thought, no ſincere Prote- 
ſtant could have grudged ar, for che Delivering of 
that oppreſſed Kingdom, ſince our Own Deliverance 
did colt us nothing. And how many did ſo ſoon 
loſe all ſenſe of the Divine Goodneſs herein, becauſe 
it came fo Early, and the evils they are delivered 
from, were only, as I now faid, Feared, not Felt by 
them. Alrhough, truly Ingenuous Vinds would e- 


ſteem this Deliverance, as much the Greater upon 


this account, and think themſelves obliged to be ſo 
much the more thankful for ir. 


Nay, how many of us would never account_.this 
any Deliverance, and look upon it as worſe than 
FE. none ? 
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none? And if we are capable of underſtanding the 
Signs that too too many now make, which I think 
are Broad enough to be eaſily underſtood, we muſt 
conclude they are a/ a gog upon returning into 
Feypt again ; and that they are ſo very fick of the 
pretent Government ( whoſe greateſt fault perhaps 
is, that tis too kind to them) that they would. run, 
to be rid of it, the moſt apparent danger, or rather 
are content to fall into the (humanely ſpeaking ) 
inevitable neceſſity, of wearing the Iron Yoke, and 
toyling in the Brick-kilns of ſo cru-1 a Pharoah, as 
never had his Match in the Land of Egypr, How 
well the Obedience of theſe Gentlemen, as mightily 
Paſſive as they would have us think *tis, is able to 
brook King Lewis his Government, I much Queſti- 
on ; but never was there a more abſurd Phancy, 
than to think it a duty to expoſe that to the moſt 
imminent danger, which is the only Deſign of Go- 
vernment, viz. the Safety of the Community ( the 
Safeguard of both its Spiritual and Temporal Inte- 
reſts) for the ſake of any Perſon or Pertons what- 
ſoever. Or that the Obligation of an Oath of Ale- 
giance 1s ſo Unlimited, as that the Safety of the Com- 
munity, which is the firſt and principal Intention of 
ſuch Oaths, muſt be Sacrificed to it. If this be found 
Dottrine, thoſe ought to be accounted the greateſt 
Enemies in the World to Humane Society, who were 
the fr/t Inventers of Oaths of Allegiance. Nor can 
there be a Leuder Inſtance of Uncharitableneſs, than 
to tax thoſe, as theſe men do, with Apoſtaſy and 
Perjury, who can't be convinc't that ſo Incredible 
and Deſtructive a Notion as this is, is a Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, or of the Church of England. 


In 


(27) 

In what I have now ſaid, I am far from deſigning 
to reflect on any, who do modeſtly diſſent from us 
about the Lawfulneſs of the New Oaths ; and whoſe 
Virtuous and Pious Converſations oblige us to judge 
them, truly Conſciencious in this diſſent. I have 
a more tender regard to Conſcience, than to-be ſe- 
vere upon ſ#ch Perſons. I hope in time they may 
be fatisfied in this great Point; but in the mean time, 
it greatly becomes us to treat ſuch with all Chriſtian 
Candour. 


But to proceed on our preſent Sad Argument : 
Whereas Almighty God by the P/almiſt faith, Call 
pon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and 
thou ſhalt glorify me ; and cannot diſpenſe with 2hzs 
return of Gratitude for his Anſwering our Prayers: 
And whereas he hath frequently aſſured us, that he 
expeds to be Glorified by our Lives ; and that the 
praiſes of our Lips whileſt our Lives are Unreformed 
( and the like he hath told us of Faſt-days too) are 
no whit better than a Aocking of him. What Re- 
formation hath our late Deliverance wrought among 
us ? Are not thoſe who were Debauched Zefore, as 
Debauched /#iz/ > That were Profane before, as 
Protane #i/ > Are not Drunkenneſs and Unclean- 
nels, Unrighteouin2[s and Oppreſſion, Profanation 
of the Lords-day, and Contempt of Religion, as 
common Vices Now, as they were before this Delt- 
verance came? Don't we hear as we pa's the 
Streets, as Horrid Oaths and as Tremendous Curtes, 
and as many of theſe, as we heard before2 Nay, 
how tew in Authority feem heartily concerned for the 
tupprelling of any of thele Vices > And among thoſe 
who have eſcaped, the more Groſs and Scandalous 
E 2 Pollutions 


—— 


—_—_— EI 


(28) 


Pollutions4of the World ; are not Covetouſneſs and 
corrupt Selfiſhneſs, a dear love of the World, Pride 
and Ambition, (which as light matters as moſt make 
them, are Vices which have the moſt miſchievous 
influence of a#y upon the Publick ) Formality in the 
Worſhip of God, and loathſome Hypocriſy, and Place- 
ing Religion in little Trifles, compared with the 
plain and expreſs Injun&tions of the Goſpel (in a 
Warm Zeal for them, or again/t them) Uncharitable- 
neſs, bitter Strife and Emulation, as much as ever 
obſervable among us? Have we ever known. the 
Form of Godlinels leſs accompanied with the Power 
of it, than ow it is; or the Spirit of Religion more 
decayed, and nearer /oft, than it ſeems to be in moſt 
Places at this preſent ? Nothing is more Notorious 
than that, as a/ Ranks, Degrees, and Orders of men 
among us, have moſt grievouſly Corrupted their 
ways, ſo they continue {till to do ſo, without any 
viſible Amendment. Not oze Order to be excepted, 
which is fad indeed. 


But where as I faid, that we ſeem generally no 
whit the better for our great Deliverance, | am con- 
ſtrained to add, that at leaſt in ove reſpeft, we are 
apparently rhe worſe for it ; namely in this : While 
we were under the Melancholy . Apprehenſion of lo- 
ſing our Religion, and of Suffering in a ſhort time 
for it, thoſe who differed in Opinion, began to be 
more United in Afﬀettion, and to have more Charity 
for each other ; and Healing Diſcourſes, both from 
the Pulpit and the Prefs, grew much in Faſhion ; 
and Moderation was become all the Mode. And in 
this reſpect, the aft Year of King James his Reign, 
1 thought, was the moſt comfortable Year, that ever 
tell 
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fell within wy Memory. But alas / When was the 
Breach wider than 'tis wow again > Not only the 
old Nick-names . and Terms of Reproach are now 
revived, but never did the Differing Parties make 
leſs Conſcience of Defaming and moſt Shamefully 
Belying one another : As if they thought themſelves 
delivered for no other end, but that they might have 
the more leiſure, and the greater Advantages, for 
the Biting and Devouring of one another. 


Now nothing of Condeſcention in Order to an 
Agreement upon Tolerable Terms, will be liſtned to, 
by the (1 fear ) far major Part on either ſide ; no not 
ſo much as to the ſatisfying each others very juſt 
demands : And men of Healing and Generous Prin- 
ciples, and whoſe Names have heretofore been ſuffi- 
ciently wounded for their Moderation, and made 
Betrayers of the Church, or of the Government, begin 
again to be abuſed as much as ever. 'Tis matter of 
Amazement, that ſo many Years Experience ſhould 
convince fo very few, of. the moſt Pernicious Effects 
of Bigotry, a Stingy Narrowneſs, Unyielding and 
Inflexible Stiffneſs, and Furious Zeal, to both Church 
and State. *'Tis an Aſtoniſhing thing That at this 
time of day, any of us ſhould need being fully fatis- 
fied, that if ever we again be made an Happy Church, 
or a Settled State, *tis Chriſtian Moderation and 
Mutual Condeſtention in 2rneceſſary and Inconſidera- 
ble things, that, by the Bleſſing of God, muſt make us ſo. 


But was the late profeſſed Inclination to Unity, 
mere Diſſembling > Was it rather Stifled than Ex- 
tinguiſt Emnity 2 Which like Fire that hath Rubbiſh 


thrown over it, when it breaks out again, Flames 
the 
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the more furiouſly. No, I can not, I wiZ7 not think 
ſo ; for *tis a true Obſervation, that Yexatio dat 7n- 
telletum. Afﬀtiftions make men wiſe: And Expettati- 
ons of them do ſo roo. They do fo, as they make 
us Serious, and adminiſter Calm and Sedate thoughts ; 
and as they check that Pride, -and cool thoſe Paſ- 
ſions which wo'nt ſuffer men to fee their true 
Intereſt. And moreover, there is no ſuch Natural 
Reconciler of Perſons or Parties, as a Formidable 
Enemy ; and eſpecially when he hath them at his 
Mercy. And nothing is more natural, than for Cox- 
junttion in the ſame Intereſt, to beget mutual Kindneſs : 
And this is no leſs obſerved of being Sharers in the 
ſame Misfortunes. Even Bears (as I have been told) 
that are Baited together at the ſame Stake, have a 
great Fondneſs for one another. But what a ſhame 
is it, that all the mighty Goſpel Motives to Love 
and Unity berween Chriſtians, ſhauld have a weaker 
influence on Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, than ſuch Mo- 
tives as theſe 2 And that upon the Removal of them, 
all zhoſe Motives together ſhould be infufficient to 
prevent our immediately returning to our Old Em- 
nity. This Monſtrous /ufatuation bears a ſtrange 
Reſemblance with that of the Fews, before the De- 
ſtruction of Fersſalem. And God grant, that ir proves 
not as Ominous as that was. 


And having given you too true a Repreſentation of our 
preſent Caſe, can we per{wade our ſelves, that God 
will put up all theſe horrible Abuſes, of his ſcarce 
to be parallel'd Kindneis- towards us, without a- ve- 
ry Remarkable and a ſpeedy Reformation ? But alas, 
of ſuch a Bleſſing as this, we fee as little Ground of 
Hope, as can be: For though it is not at/o/utely, 
It 


(31) 


it ſeems morally Impoſſible, that a Generation of men, 
who have never been much the &etter for Judgments, 
but always much the worſe for Mercies and Delive- 
rances, ſhould be at Tagen Reformed by God's ordi- 
nary Methods. What ſhould God Almighty do with 
ſuch a Pcople as we are2 As he faid to the Jſrae- 
lites, Hoſ: 6. 4. O Ephraim, what ſhall I do unto thee > 
O Judah, what ſhall 1 do unto thee» He may well 
fay to Vs; O England, what fhall I do unto thee? 
0 London, what ſhall I do unto thee > For your Good- 
neſs is as the Morning Cloud, and as the Early Dew, 
# paſſeth away. 


How far ſuch Motives, as I told you, God was 
pleaſed of 0/4, to be prevailed upon by, may pre- 
vail for s, for the yet longer ſparing us, we can- 
not tell: Nor can we tell how merciful he may 
be to us, for the ſake of His Great Name; or what 
Reſpect he may yet farther have to the Interceſſions 
of thoſe many good People in the Land, who figh 
and mourn for the Abominations of it ; or to theſe 
Monthly Days of Humiliation (which Their Majeſties, 
like Religious and Pious Princes, have obliged us to 
the Obſervance of ) as they are a Publick Owning of 
Him, and Solemn Acknowledgments of his abſolute 
Sovereignty over us, and of our ill-deſerving at his 
hands, in the Face of the World: Or how much 
the Nation in general may fare the better for the 
truly Primitive Charity, that our poor Brethren of 
France and Treland have experienced from very ma- 
ny, and eſpecially in this City: Which God forbid 
ſhould ever grow cold, fo long as their Neceflities 
call for the Continuance of it ; for that would: be as 
1] an Omen. Or whether God may Riill be _ 
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ful to us, and proſper our Forces by Land and Sea, 
for the ſake of that Glorious Work, he is ow in all 
likelihood a doing in the World, ( wherein we truſt 
he will make our Soveraign a Bleſſed Inſtrument ) 
we know not: Or were there a way found our, 
for the effetual putting our Laws in Execution a- 
gainft the blacker Crimes, and inforcing them with 
more ſcareing Penalties, we know not what Bleſſings 
ſuch a Partzal Reformation may procure for us. [1 
underſtand that there is ſuch a Way projefting by 
ſome Worthy Perſons, to be offered to the Parlia- 
men. I pray God give his Bleſſing to their Pious 
Deſign. 


But after all the Encouragements we can think 
of to hope wel, T believe that never were truly Wiſe 
and Good Men, at ſuch a Stand, nor at fo great a 
Leſs, as in making a Judgment, what at /aft will be- 
come of ſuch an Untoward and UntraQable, ſuch a 
Murmuring and Repining, ſuch a Fickle and Incon- 
ſtant, and ſuch a miſerably Divided People, as We 
are? Who are, for the moſt part, as unqualified as 
a People well can be, for the perfe&ting of this our 
already great Deliverance: Who are no ſooner ta- 
ken out of oze Snare, but are intangling our ſelves 
again in others, and are violently bent upon bring- 
ing down Milery and Confuſion upon our own heads, 
let God Almighty do what he wi// for us: And I 
think I ſhall have the Concurrence of all Conſiderative 
People, ſhould I ſay, that we never obſerved a more 
ſtrange and wondertul Diſpenſation of the Divine Prc- 
vidence, than would be the happy Re-ſettling of this 


Church and Kingdom, after ſuch Totlings and Tum- 


blings, and Wild Confuſions , ' without having the 
Way 


Way. prepar'd thereto, by being again broker all ts 
pieces, or by ſharper Sufferings than we have. yet. 
met with: And the miſerable Condition of the King- 
dom of 1reland, and the too bad State of Scotland, and 
the Powerfulneſs of the Haughty Tyrant of France; 
together with the Horrible Ravages and Devaſtations 
he hath made in ſo many Neighbouring Countries,” 
beſides his Own, and the Spoils and Rapines with 
the other terrible Effedts of War and Zyrany, which 
for ſeveral Years together, the moſt Part of Exrope 
hath drank fo deep of, and are till like to do; 
while We have onely heard of theſe things, and en- 
joyed great Peace and Plenty : I fay, all zheſe are 
mighty Loud Warnings to Vs, ſo to Fear, as to do 
whar. lyeth in. us,, to Prevent. our Feeling the like 
Miſeries. 1 


UT (to exerciſe your Patience no longer) how- 
ever, God may deal with this Nation as a Na: 
tion, or this Church, as a Church, particular 

impenitent Sinners muſt expect to be puniſh't in the 
other World, with everlaſting Deſtruftion from the Pre- 
ſence of the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power » 
When he ſhall come to be Glorified in his Saints, and 
to be admired of all them that believe. And then they 
will. be a/ convinc't of the Truth of that Docrine, we 
have ſo fully proved : That when Sinners are made 
miſerable, *tis not an Effet of God's Free Choice. And 
as comfortable a. Doctrine as this is in it felf, they 
will find it no ſmall Aggravation of their Miſery. 


O that all ſuch would Conſider this, and Jay it 
well to heart, before it be zoo /ate: And would in 
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